
 

Book Club in a Bag  
Discussion Questions 

“The Light Between Oceans” 
by M.L. Stedman 

 
1. When Isabel tries to get Tom to open up about his family, he responds: “I’ll tell you if 

you really want. It’s just I’d rather not. Sometimes it’s good to leave the past in the 
past” (pages 44-45). Do you think it is possible to leave the past in the past?  

 
2. Discuss the theme of opposites in “The Light Between Oceans”—darkness and light; 

safety and danger; land and water; truth and lies. How do these opposing forces 
shape your reading?  

 
3. Tom believes that rules are vital, that they are what keep a man from becoming a 

savage. Do you agree with him?  
 
4. Which characters won your sympathy and why? Did this change over the course of 

the novel? Did your notion of what was best or right shift in the course of your 
reading?  

 
5. Tom and Isabel’s deception impacts the lives of everyone around them. What did you 

think of the other characters’ reactions when they discover the truth about Lucy? 
Consider Hannah, Gwen, Septimus, Isabel’s parents, Ralph, and Bluey.  

 
6. Discuss Hannah’s reunion with Grace. Do you think she had fair expectations? Did 

you agree with Dr. Sumpton’s advice to Hannah about completely cutting Lucy off 
from Isabel and Tom?  

 
7. Were you surprised by Isabel’s final decision to admit her role in the choice to keep 

Lucy—freeing Tom, but losing her child forever? Why or why not? What would you 
have done?  

 
8. What did you think of the conclusion of the novel? What emotions did you feel at the 

story’s end? Did it turn out as you expected? Were you satisfied? 
 

 

The above questions are from Simon & Schuster Canada (2016). Reading Group Guide: 
The Light Between Oceans. http://www.simonandschuster.ca/books/The-Light-Between-

Oceans/M-L-Stedman/9781501106484/reading_group_guide 

http://www.simonandschuster.ca/books/The-Light-Between-Oceans/M-L-Stedman/9781501106484/reading_group_guide
http://www.simonandschuster.ca/books/The-Light-Between-Oceans/M-L-Stedman/9781501106484/reading_group_guide


 

Book Club in a Bag  
Terms of Use 

 
Simplify your book club selection with Book Club in a Bag!  These kits contain 12 
copies of book-club-worthy titles, from biography to historical suspense, along with a 
discussion guide. 
 
Visit our website at www.clarington-library.on.ca/bookclubinabag to see a list of 
available titles, view the availability calendar and fill in a Book Club in a Bag Request 
Form. 

Booking a Kit 

 Booking may be made up to a year in advance 

 Please check the calendar accessible on our website for availability 

 Fill out the form with your information, and a staff member will be in touch to confirm 
your booking. 

 Pick up your hold at the circulation desk.  Your notification may come in a few days 
early, but it will remain available until your specified pick up date. 

Terms of Loan 

 12 copies are included in each kit 

 6 week loan period. 

 $3.00 per day late fee. 

 No renewals. 

 Kit may be picked up at or returned to any branch. 

 Kit must be returned at the desk during operating hours, not through an exterior 
drop box. 

 All 12 items are checked out to one member’s card. 

 The member who borrowed the kit is responsible for: 
o The distribution and return of all 12 items to his or her group members; 

and 
o Any damages to the books/bag, or lost items. The cost of a damaged or 

lost book varies depending on the item. 

http://www.clarington-library.on.ca/bookclubinabag

