
 

Book Club in a Bag  
Discussion Questions 

Forgiveness 
by Mark Sakamoto 

 
 

1. Does the title of the book give a true indication of what the book is about? 
 

2. Forgiveness is a memoir.  Did you learn anything about different types of 
narrators? What are the positives and negatives of narrating your own story? 

 
3. When Mark Sakamoto first interviewed his 90 year old grandmother about her 

experience he asked why she had never talked about it before.  She replied 
“Because hate can come back”.  She was afraid to acknowledge it by 
speaking of it.  How do you feel about that explanation? 

 
4. Having the opportunity to interview and document your grandparents about a 

difficult time in their personal history sounds wonderful but could be potentially 
awkward.  What would you want to ask your grandparents if you had/have the 
opportunity?  

 
5. In 1988, Brian Mulroney issued an apology to Japanese Canadians for their 

treatment during the war, and British Columbia issued another apology in 
2012.  In 2011, Japan apologized to Canada for its mistreatment of prisoners 
of war. Do these apologies make it easier for citizens to forgive?  Are they 
meaningful? 

 
6. In today’s society, are there people who are isolated? Do you think certain 

groups of people face increased isolation? Is there anything that can be done 
for them? 

 
7. Which generation of characters most resonated with you? 
 

8. Did the fact that the book was written about Canadians affect your impressions 
of the book?  Do you think it is important to read stories set in Canada? Why 
or why not? 

 
 

The above questions were adapted from 
https://media.curio.ca/filer_public/4a/96/4a96dc18-9f93-41cd-9951-

2dc9ca876f52/cr18bgforgive.pdf to help enhance your discussion of the book.  

https://media.curio.ca/filer_public/4a/96/4a96dc18-9f93-41cd-9951-2dc9ca876f52/cr18bgforgive.pdf
https://media.curio.ca/filer_public/4a/96/4a96dc18-9f93-41cd-9951-2dc9ca876f52/cr18bgforgive.pdf


 

Book Club in a Bag  
Terms of Use 

 
Simplify your book club selection with Book Club in a Bag!  These kits contain 12 
copies of book-club-worthy titles, from biography to historical suspense, along with a 
discussion guide. 
 
Visit our website at www.clarington-library.on.ca/bookclubinabag to see a list of 
available titles, view the availability calendar and fill in a Book Club in a Bag Request 
Form. 

Booking a Kit 

 Booking may be made up to a year in advance 

 Please check the calendar accessible on our website for availability 

 Fill out the form with your information, and a staff member will be in touch to confirm 
your booking. 

 Pick up your hold at the circulation desk.  Your notification may come in a few days 
early, but it will remain available until your specified pick up date. 

Terms of Loan 

 12 copies are included in each kit 

 6 week loan period. 

 $3.00 per day late fee. 

 No renewals. 

 Kit may be picked up at or returned to any branch. 

 Kit must be returned at the desk during operating hours, not through an exterior 
drop box. 

 All 12 items are checked out to one member’s card. 

 The member who borrowed the kit is responsible for: 
o The distribution and return of all 12 items to his or her group members; 

and 
o Any damages to the books/bag, or lost items. The cost of a damaged or 

lost book varies depending on the item. 

http://www.clarington-library.on.ca/bookclubinabag

