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1. Initially, author Neal Stephenson was the only employee of Jeff Bezos’ Blue Origin. 
Do you think authors (specifically science fiction authors) can provide inspiration 
for engineers and scientists? 
 

2. In the chapter “Dependable or a Little Nuts,” SpaceX is shown to have cut costs by 
replacing custom parts with easily available options, such as a $30 cargo latch 
instead of a $1500 one, or using a modified air-conditioning unit to keep the launch 
pad cool. Is this an indication that Musk and SpaceX are willing to take any risk to 
win the space race, or that government agencies are not always exploring viable 
options and potentially overspending tax payer dollars? 
 

3. Should these private organizations be allowed onto a playing field that was 
previously government-managed? What could be the implications of a commercial 
organization being the first to succeed in colonization (be it for humans or 
processes)? 
 

4. In less than 10 years, SpaceX and Blue Origin have seen massive successes 
including reaching orbit and demonstrating reusable rocket technology. Do you 
expect to see the same exponential increases in technology continue, or will there 
be a plateau? Is human colonization of space possible in the next 25 – 30 years? 
 

5. If Space Colonization does become possible in our lifetime, or even simply travel to 
space as a vacation destination, would you want to do so yourself? Why or why 
not? 
 

6. Compare space colonization with historical colonization. Consider the motivation 
for people to permanently leave their home and move to a new world. Do you think 
people will learn from historical lessons or repeat the same mistakes? 
 

7. The element of the inherent danger associated with space travel would deter many 
from taking signing up. What consequences should there be for private industry 
should there be a massive failure?  Is it different for private industry vs. a 
government agency? 

 
 These questions were created by Clarington Public Library staff to enhance your 

discussion of the book.  



 

Book Club in a Bag  
Terms of Use 

 
Simplify your book club selection with Book Club in a Bag!  These kits contain 12 
copies of book-club-worthy titles, from biography to historical suspense, along with a 
discussion guide. 
 
Visit our website at www.clarington-library.on.ca/bookclubinabag to see a list of 
available titles, view the availability calendar and fill in a Book Club in a Bag Request 
Form. 

Booking a Kit 

 Booking may be made up to a year in advance 

 Please check the calendar accessible on our website for availability 

 Fill out the form with your information, and a staff member will be in touch to confirm 
your booking. 

 Pick up your hold at the circulation desk.  Your notification may come in a few days 
early, but it will remain available until your specified pick up date. 

Terms of Loan 

 12 copies are included in each kit 

 6 week loan period. 

 $3.00 per day late fee. 

 No renewals. 

 Kit may be picked up at or returned to any branch. 

 Kit must be returned at the desk during operating hours, not through an exterior 
drop box. 

 All 12 items are checked out to one member’s card. 

 The member who borrowed the kit is responsible for: 
o The distribution and return of all 12 items to his or her group members; 

and 
o Any damages to the books/bag, or lost items. The cost of a damaged or 

lost book varies depending on the item. 
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