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1. The one character about whom Catherine is inclined to think the worst is 
General Tilney. Why is this? She is humiliated when Henry realizes how her 
imagination has run away with her, but how mistaken is she really regarding 
his general character? Are her powers of imagination more reliable than her 
powers of observation? 

 
2. Henry Tilney tells Catherine that his father was attached to his mother and 

greatly afflicted by her death. Do you believe him? 
 

3. Of his father, Henry says that, given his temperament, “he loved . . .as well as 
it was possible for him to.” How well do you imagine it will be possible for 
Henry to love? Affectionately? Passionately? Steadfastly? 

 
4. Hidden within Austen’s satire on gothic novels is Eleanor Tilney’s story. 

Eleanor has a dead mother, an overbearing father, and ends up married to a 
viscount. Imagine the book if Austen had chosen Eleanor as the heroine. 
Would it have been a gothic novel? 

 
5. We are told immediately that Catherine does not object to books so long as 

“nothing like useful knowledge could be gained from them” and they are “all 
story and no reflection.” Escapist fiction continues to have a bad reputation. Is 
that reputation deserved? 

 
6. What kind of difficulty level do you like in a book? Think of some books that 

are just difficult enough for you to enjoy. Think of some books that are too 
difficult. In your opinion, what makes a good book? 

 
7. Some argue that the romance genre is the most popular form of fiction. Is the 

romance genre empowering or damaging? Do these fictions have real life 
implications? Are its antecedents the same novels Austen is poking fun at in 
Northanger Abbey? Or would you trace its lineage back to Austen herself? 

 
The above questions were taken from 

https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/302057/northanger-abbey-by-jane-
austen/9780451530844/readers-guide/ In order to enhance your discussion of the book.  
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Author Biography 
 
Jane Austen was a Georgian era author known for her social commentary works. 
Though she was not well-known in her own time, Austen’s works gained popularity in 
the 20th century. It was not until after her death that her brother revealed publicly that his 
sister was an author.  
 
https://www.biography.com/writer/jane-austen 
 

Book Club in a Bag Terms of Use 
 
Simplify your book club selection with Book Club in a Bag!  These kits contain 12 
copies of book-club-worthy titles, from biography to historical suspense, along with a 
discussion guide. 
 
Visit our website at www.clarington-library.on.ca/bookclubinabag to see a list of 
available titles, view the availability calendar and fill in a Book Club in a Bag Request 
Form. 

Booking a Kit 

• Booking may be made up to a year in advance 

• Please check the calendar accessible on our website for availability 

• Fill out the form with your information, and a staff member will be in touch to confirm 
your booking. 

• Pick up your hold at the circulation desk.  Your notification may come in a few days 
early, but it will remain available until your specified pick up date. 

Terms of Loan 

• 12 copies are included in this kit. 

• 6 week loan period. 

• $3.00 per day late fee. 

• No renewals. 

• Kit may be picked up at or returned to any branch. 

• Kit must be returned at the desk during operating hours, not through an exterior 
drop box. 

• All 12 items are checked out to one member’s card. 

• The member who borrowed the kit is responsible for: 
o The distribution and return of all 12 items to his or her group members; 

and 
o Any damages to the books/bag, or lost items. The cost of a damaged or 

lost book varies depending on the item. 
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