
 

Book Club in a Bag  
Discussion Questions 

“The Lost Diaries of Susanna Moodie” 
by Cecily Ross 

 
 

1. What is the central idea discussed in the book? What issues or ideas does the 
author explore? Are they personal, sociological, global, political, economic, 
spiritual, medical, or scientific?  

2. Do the issues affect your life? How so—directly,on a daily basis, or more 
generally? Now or sometime in the future? 

3. What evidence does the author use to support the book's ideas? Is the evidence 
convincing...definitive or...speculative? Does the author depend on personal 
opinion, observation, and assessment? Or is the evidence factual—based on 
science, statistics, historical documents, or quotations from (credible) experts? 

4. What kind of language does the author use? Is it objective and dispassionate? Or 
passionate and earnest? Is it biased, inflammatory, sarcastic? Does the 
language help or undercut the author's premise? 

5. What are the implications for the future? Are there long- or short-term 
consequences to the issues raised in the book? Are they positive or 
negative...affirming or frightening? 

6.  What solutions does the author propose? Are the author's recommendations 
concrete, sensible, doable? Who would implement those solutions? 

7. How controversial are the issues raised in the book? Who is aligned on which 
sides of the issues? Where do you fall in that line-up? 

8. Talk about specific passages that struck you as significant—or interesting, 
profound, amusing, illuminating, disturbing, sad...? What was memorable? 

9. What have you learned after reading this book? Has it broadened your 
perspective about a difficult issue—personal or societal? Has it introduced you to 
a culture in another country...or an ethnic or regional culture in your own country? 

 
 

The above questions were taken from LitLovers.  
www.litlovers.com   

http://www.litlovers.com/


 

Book Club in a Bag  
Terms of Use 

 
Simplify your book club selection with Book Club in a Bag!  These kits contain 12 
copies of book-club-worthy titles, from biography to historical suspense, along with a 
discussion guide. 
 
Visit our website at www.clarington-library.on.ca/bookclubinabag to see a list of 
available titles, view the availability calendar and fill in a Book Club in a Bag Request 
Form. 

Booking a Kit 

 Booking may be made up to a year in advance 

 Please check the calendar accessible on our website for availability 

 Fill out the form with your information, and a staff member will be in touch to confirm 
your booking. 

 Pick up your hold at the circulation desk.  Your notification may come in a few days 
early, but it will remain available until your specified pick up date. 

Terms of Loan 

 12 copies are included in each kit 

 6 week loan period. 

 $3.00 per day late fee. 

 No renewals. 

 Kit may be picked up at or returned to any branch. 

 Kit must be returned at the desk during operating hours, not through an exterior 
drop box. 

 All 12 items are checked out to one member’s card. 

 The member who borrowed the kit is responsible for: 
o The distribution and return of all 12 items to his or her group members; 

and 
o Any damages to the books/bag, or lost items. The cost of a damaged or 

lost book varies depending on the item. 

http://www.clarington-library.on.ca/bookclubinabag

