Book Club in a Bag
Discussion Questions
“Behold the Dreamers”
by Imbolo Mbue
1. Describe Jende and Neni Jonga as we first meet them. Talk about their naiveté, as
well as their perseverance—the lengths, for instance, the couple goes to prepare
Jende for his interview. Trace how they change during the course of the novel.
2. As Jende drives Clark and Cindy Edwards about New York, what do we learn about
them and their way of life? Is it as glamorous as one would expect? What does Neni
learn when she stands in as nanny for their son in Southampton? Are the Edwards
good people?
3. At one point, Jende and Neni wonder how people who are as wealthy as the
Edwards are could "have so much happiness and unhappiness skilfully wrapped up
together." What is the answer to that?
4. What do Jende and Neni love about the U.S? Has reading their story enabled you to
see American life with a fresh perspective?
5. Talk about the immigration and legal bureaucracy that is designed to discourage, if
not outright prohibit, immigrants from fully achieving the American Dream.
6. And speaking of the American Dream, is the title of Mbue's book ironic...or not? Are
the Jongas the only ones in the book who seek the dream?
7. Mbue writes about Jende: "He was an honest man, a very honest man." How does
his attempts to live in American change him? Is it worth securing a life in the United
States if doing so destroys who he is?
8. How does Mbue portray the 2008 economic collapse and its effect on both the top
and the bottom socio-economic levels of society?

The above questions were taken from LitLovers, Reading Guides.
www.litlovers.com/reading-guides/10750-behold-the-dreamers-mbue

Book Club in a Bag
Terms of Use
Simplify your book club selection with Book Club in a Bag! These kits contain 12
copies of book-club-worthy titles, from biography to historical suspense, along with a
discussion guide.
Visit our website at www.clarington-library.on.ca/bookclubinabag to see a list of
available titles, view the availability calendar and fill in a Book Club in a Bag Request
Form.
Booking a Kit





Booking may be made up to a year in advance
Please check the calendar accessible on our website for availability
Fill out the form with your information, and a staff member will be in touch to confirm
your booking.
Pick up your hold at the circulation desk. Your notification may come in a few days
early, but it will remain available until your specified pick up date.

Terms of Loan









12 copies are included in each kit
6 week loan period.
$3.00 per day late fee.
No renewals.
Kit may be picked up at or returned to any branch.
Kit must be returned at the desk during operating hours, not through an exterior
drop box.
All 12 items are checked out to one member’s card.
The member who borrowed the kit is responsible for:
o The distribution and return of all 12 items to his or her group members;
and
o Any damages to the books/bag, or lost items. The cost of a damaged or
lost book varies depending on the item.

