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1. How has the past shaped the lives of the main characters? Do they reflect any of 
your own experiences or those of anyone in your life? 
 

2. Why do you think the author chose to narrate the story through the eyes of Mary 
Grace’s newborn baby? What effect did this have on the novel, and how you 
experienced reading it? 
 

3. How do you feel about this quote from the author: “Despite how bleak the future 
seems; I want people to read the last pages of the book believing in love and the 
power of family.” Was this your experience when you finished the book? 
 

4. Mary Grace had big dreams when she left her country, looking for work and a 
better life. After reading her about her journey and her struggles, have you 
learned something new or been exposed to different ideas about people in other 
parts of the world? Would you be able to change your own life as drastically? 
 

5. This story explores many subjects: dementia, elder care, gender identity and 
overseas workers. Has this novel helped to bring awareness to any or all of these 
areas? What were your initial perceptions or judgements as you read, and did 
they change? 
 

6. Are you familiar with the term “Intentional Family”? Discuss what meaning this 
has for you and how the novel explores this concept. 
 

7. Was your connection to the novel and its characters enhanced by the setting of 
Scarborough Ontario?  
 
 

 
 

These questions were created by Clarington Library, Museums & Archives staff 
to enhance your discussion of the book.  

 
 
 



  

Author Biography 
 
Catherine Hernandez is an award-winning author and screenwriter. She is a proud 
queer woman who is of Filipino, Spanish, Chinese and Indian descent and married into 
the Navajo Nation. Her first novel, Scarborough, won the Jim Wong-Chu Award for the 
unpublished manuscript; was shortlisted for the Toronto Book Awards, the Evergreen 
Forest of Reading Award, the Edmund White Award, and the Trillium Book Award; and 
a finalist for Canada Reads 2022. 
 
https://www.catherinehernandezcreates.com/about.html 
 
 
 

Book Club in a Bag Terms of Use 
 
Simplify your book club selection with Book Club in a Bag!  Visit our website at 
www.clarington-library.on.ca/bookclubinabag to see a list of available titles, view the 
availability calendar and fill in a Book Club in a Bag Request Form. 

Booking a Kit 

• Booking may be made up to a year in advance 

• Please check the calendar accessible on our website for availability 

• Fill out the form with your information, and a staff member will be in touch to confirm 
your booking. 

• Pick up your hold at the circulation desk. Your notification may come in a few days 
early, but it will remain available until your specified pick-up date. 

Terms of Loan 

• This kit includes 12 regular print copies and 1 audiobook copy. 

• 6-week loan period 

• No renewals 

• Kit may be picked up at or returned to any branch. 

• Kit must be returned at the desk during operating hours, not through an exterior 
drop box. 

• All items are checked out to one member’s card. 

• The member who borrowed the kit is responsible for: 
o The distribution and return of all items to their group members and 
o Any damages to the books/bag, or lost items.  
o The cost of a damaged or lost book varies depending on the item. 
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