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The Clockmakers Daughter
by Kate Morton

. The Clockmaker’s Daughter begins with the assertion that “we came to Birchwood
Manor because Edward said that it was haunted. It wasn’t. Not then” (p. 3). How
does this passage create a sense of mystery surrounding Birchwood Manor?

. Birchwood Manor feels like another character in the book. Discuss the connection

that Edward feels to the house.

. Why do you think Kate Morton chose to title her novel The Clockmaker’s
Daughter? Who is she? How does her story tie the other plotlines in the novel
together?

. Why do you think that Pale Joe shows Birdie kindness? Describe their friendship.
What does each offer the other? Were you surprised to realize who Pale Joe is?
Why do you think Birdie is willing to share her nickname with Pale Joe?

. Storytelling is a central theme in the novel. What purposes does storytelling
serve? How does Kate Morton connect the characters within The Clockmaker’s
Daughter?

. What did you think of Fanny? Describe her relationship with Edward. Compare his
relationships with Fanny and Birdie. How is Edward different when he is with
Birdie?

. According to Birdie, Fanny “has become a tragic heroine, impossible though that
is for one who knew her in life to believe” (p. 131). What did you think of Fanny?
Describe her relationship with Edward.

. “Ada’s parents had left her at Miss Radcliffe’s School for Young Ladies in the
misguided expectation that she would be magically transformed into a proper
English schoolgirl” (p. 164). Do you agree that this is the mission of Miss
Rad(cliffe’s school?

The above questions were adapted from
http://www.simonandschuster.com/books/The-Clockmakers-Daughter/Kate-
Morton/9781451649390/reading_group guide to enhance your discussion of the
book.



http://www.simonandschuster.com/books/The-Clockmakers-Daughter/Kate-Morton/9781451649390/reading_group_guide
http://www.simonandschuster.com/books/The-Clockmakers-Daughter/Kate-Morton/9781451649390/reading_group_guide
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Simplify your book club selection with Book Club in a Bag! These kits contain 12
copies of book-club-worthy titles, from biography to historical suspense, along with a
discussion guide.

Visit our website at www.clarington-library.on.ca/bookclubinabag to see a list of
available titles, view the availability calendar and fill in a Book Club in a Bag Request

Form.

Booking a Kit

Booking may be made up to a year in advance

Please check the calendar accessible on our website for availability

Fill out the form with your information, and a staff member will be in touch to confirm
your booking.

Pick up your hold at the circulation desk. Your notification may come in a few days
early, but it will remain available until your specified pick up date.

Terms of Loan

12 copies are included in each kit
6 week loan period.
$3.00 per day late fee.
No renewals.
Kit may be picked up at or returned to any branch.
Kit must be returned at the desk during operating hours, not through an exterior
drop box.
All 12 items are checked out to one member’s card.
The member who borrowed the kit is responsible for:
o The distribution and return of all 12 items to his or her group members;
and
o Any damages to the books/bag, or lost items. The cost of a damaged or
lost book varies depending on the item.
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