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Warlight 
by Michael Ondaatje 
 

1. One of the dilemmas at the heart of Michael Ondaatje's novel is reconciling Rose 
Williams's bravery, her patriotic heroism, and her treatment of Nathaniel and 
Rachel. How do readers wrap their heads around this inconsistency? How are 
we to consider Rose? 

 
2. What is your opinion of Moth and Darter? As Nathaniel, in the opening lines, puts 

it, "our parents left us in the care of two men who may have been criminals." 
 

3. What is the significance of the title? 
 

4. Consider this passage from the novel, and how it might sum up one of the story's 
central ideas: “we never know more than the surface of any relationship after a 
certain stage, just as those layers of chalk, built from the efforts of infinitesimal 
creatures, work in almost limitless time.” 

 
5. Warlight's structure is anything but linear as it shifts back and forth in time and 

point of view. Is it confusing? How does the structure reflect Nathaniel's own 
confusion? 
 

6. Nathaniel ponders, “The past never remains the past.” Do you agree with his 
contemplation? 

 
7. When Nathaniel and Rachel discover the reason their mother gave for leaving 

them was not the true reason, how did her lie make them feel? What lasting 
repercussions does her untruthfulness leave? 

 
8. What does Nathaniel resolve within himself by the novel's end? What 

understanding does he reach? Is there a satisfactory resolution at the 
conclusion? 

 
9. What was the most powerful scene for you in the book? 

 
The above questions were adapted from LitLovers. For supplemental information about 

this book, in addition to tips and tricks for running a book club, please visit 
www.litlovers.com 

http://www.litlovers.com/reading-guides/fiction/11276-warlight-ondaatje?start=3 

http://www.litlovers.com/
http://www.litlovers.com/reading-guides/fiction/11276-warlight-ondaatje?start=3


 

 
 

Book Club in a Bag  
Terms of Use 

 
Simplify your book club selection with Book Club in a Bag!  These kits contain 12 
copies of book-club-worthy titles, from biography to historical suspense, along with a 
discussion guide. 
 
Visit our website at www.clarington-library.on.ca/bookclubinabag to see a list of 
available titles, view the availability calendar and fill in a Book Club in a Bag Request 
Form. 

Booking a Kit 

 Booking may be made up to a year in advance 

 Please check the calendar accessible on our website for availability 

 Fill out the form with your information, and a staff member will be in touch to confirm 
your booking. 

 Pick up your hold at the circulation desk.  Your notification may come in a few days 
early, but it will remain available until your specified pick up date. 

Terms of Loan 

 12 copies are included in each kit 

 6 week loan period. 

 $3.00 per day late fee. 

 No renewals. 

 Kit may be picked up at or returned to any branch. 

 Kit must be returned at the desk during operating hours, not through an exterior 
drop box. 

 All 12 items are checked out to one member’s card. 

 The member who borrowed the kit is responsible for: 
o The distribution and return of all 12 items to his or her group members; 

and 
o Any damages to the books/bag, or lost items. The cost of a damaged or 

lost book varies depending on the item. 

http://www.clarington-library.on.ca/bookclubinabag

