
 

 

Book Club in a Bag  
Discussion Questions 

The Massey Murder 
by Charlotte Gray 

 
 

1. After visiting her sister and brother in-law Carrie Davies returned to her 
employer’s home. Why do you think she did that? 
 

2. Who was the victim in this story? 
 

3. What role did the newspapers play? Would the story be told differently today? 
 

4. What is your impression of how the Massey family dealt with the tragedy? This 
event is often referred to as a scandal for the Massey family. Do you think this 
is a fair representation? 

 
5. Do you think it was the correct verdict? Why do you think the jury came to the 

conclusion it did? Do you feel like justice was served? 
 

6. What difference did it make that Canada was at war? 
 

7. What difference did the jury’s decision make in the long term? 
 

8. How did the women’s suffrage movement affect the case?  
 

9. What do you think about the idea of a separate court for female offenders, or 
of the defence of unwritten law? 

 
10. What impression do you have of Crown prosecutor Edward Du Vernet and 

Defense lawyer Martley Dewart? 
 

The above questions were taken from 
http://www.charlottegray.ca/endnotes/MasseyBookClubNotes.pdf  

to enhance your discussion of the book.  

http://www.charlottegray.ca/endnotes/MasseyBookClubNotes.pdf


 

 

Book Club in a Bag  
Terms of Use 

 
Simplify your book club selection with Book Club in a Bag!  These kits contain 12 
copies of book-club-worthy titles, from biography to historical suspense, along with a 
discussion guide. 
 
Visit our website at www.clarington-library.on.ca/bookclubinabag to see a list of 
available titles, view the availability calendar and fill in a Book Club in a Bag Request 
Form. 

Booking a Kit 

 Booking may be made up to a year in advance 

 Please check the calendar accessible on our website for availability 

 Fill out the form with your information, and a staff member will be in touch to confirm 
your booking. 

 Pick up your hold at the circulation desk.  Your notification may come in a few days 
early, but it will remain available until your specified pick up date. 

Terms of Loan 

 12 copies are included in each kit 

 6 week loan period. 

 $3.00 per day late fee. 

 No renewals. 

 Kit may be picked up at or returned to any branch. 

 Kit must be returned at the desk during operating hours, not through an exterior 
drop box. 

 All 12 items are checked out to one member’s card. 

 The member who borrowed the kit is responsible for: 
o The distribution and return of all 12 items to his or her group members; 

and 
o Any damages to the books/bag, or lost items. The cost of a damaged or 

lost book varies depending on the item. 

 

http://www.clarington-library.on.ca/bookclubinabag

