
  

Book Club in a Bag  
Discussion Questions 

Every Note Played 
by Lisa Genova 
 

 
1. Why do you think Lisa Genova chose the title Every Note Played?  

 
2. Richard and Karina were both classically trained pianists. Karina’s true passion is 

playing jazz piano and Richard prefers classical music. How do their musical 
preferences reflect their personalities?  

 
3. Karina wonders if she could "have seen the red flags through the thick haze of lust at 

twenty." Were there any warning signs that Richard wasn’t the person he seemed? 
 

4. Discuss the structure of Every Note Played. What’s the effect of having the chapters 
alternate between Richard’s life and Karina’s? Does it help your understanding of the 
characters?  
 

5. Richard comes to think of Bill as "equal parts brother, doctor, parent, and friend." How 
does he help Richard preserve his sense of dignity and humanity? What effect does Bill 
have on Karina? 
 

6. While visiting Richard, Karina reflects on how "the story of their lives can be an entirely 
different genre depending on the narrator." Explain this statement. 

 
7. Describe Richard’s relationship with his brothers. Why is he reluctant to tell them of his 

diagnosis? What did you think of Tommy and Mikey? Were you surprised by Tommy’s 
apology? If so, why? 

 
8. How is Dr. George able to relate to Richard and put him at ease? Dr. George suggests 

that Richard consider recording "legacy messages." What do you think are some 
positive and negatives of leaving legacy messages? 

 
The above questions were adapted from LitLovers. For supplemental information about 

this book, in addition to tips and tricks for running a book club, please visit 
www.litlovers.com 

http://www.litlovers.com/reading-guides/fiction/11253-every-note-played-genova?start=3 
 
 

http://www.litlovers.com/
http://www.litlovers.com/reading-guides/fiction/11253-every-note-played-genova?start=3


  

Book Club in a Bag  
Terms of Use 

 
Simplify your book club selection with Book Club in a Bag!  These kits contain 12 
copies of book-club-worthy titles, from biography to historical suspense, along with a 
discussion guide. 
 
Visit our website at www.clarington-library.on.ca/bookclubinabag to see a list of 
available titles, view the availability calendar and fill in a Book Club in a Bag Request 
Form. 

Booking a Kit 

 Booking may be made up to a year in advance 

 Please check the calendar accessible on our website for availability 

 Fill out the form with your information, and a staff member will be in touch to confirm 
your booking. 

 Pick up your hold at the circulation desk.  Your notification may come in a few days 
early, but it will remain available until your specified pick up date. 

Terms of Loan 

 12 copies are included in each kit 

 6 week loan period. 

 $3.00 per day late fee. 

 No renewals. 

 Kit may be picked up at or returned to any branch. 

 Kit must be returned at the desk during operating hours, not through an exterior 
drop box. 

 All 12 items are checked out to one member’s card. 

 The member who borrowed the kit is responsible for: 
o The distribution and return of all 12 items to his or her group members; 

and 
o Any damages to the books/bag, or lost items. The cost of a damaged or 

lost book varies depending on the item. 

http://www.clarington-library.on.ca/bookclubinabag

