
  

Book Club in a Bag  
Discussion Questions 

“Somewhere in France” 
by Jennifer Robson 

1. If you had the chance to grow up as the daughter of Lord and Lady Cumberland – 
knowing that you would live in unimaginable luxury but be denied an education, the 
chance to work and very likely the chance to choose your own spouse – would you 
do it? 

2. Do you feel Lady Cumberland’s treatment of Lilly is motivated by sincere concern 
on her part for her daughter’s welfare? Or is it a case of her obsessively adhering to 
the conventions of aristocratic society, no matter what the cost? 

3. Do Robbie’s motivations in pushing Lilly away after the bombardment of the Fifty-
first make sense to you?  

4. What about Lilly’s motivations? Is she right to insist on staying at the Fifty-first no 
matter what? Wouldn’t it be reasonable for her to compromise and take up a 
position elsewhere in France? 

5. Before reading “Somewhere in France”, if someone had mentioned the First World 
War to you, what would have come to mind? Has your perception of the First World 
War changed as a result? 

6. “Somewhere in France” is set in the recent past, barely a century ago. Were there 
any aspects of life in the novel that surprised you by their modernity? Did its 
characters feel familiar to you, or more like inhabits of “a different country,” to 
paraphrase a well-known description of the past? 

7.  Do you think Robbie and Lilly’s relationship would have been possible without the 
war and the changes it brought to British society? 

8.  Do you think it really would have been possible for Lilly to become friends with 
women like Annie and Bridget, or is that wishful thinking?  

9.  How do you think Lilly and her friends were changed by their experiences in the 
WAAC? Would it have been easy for them to return to ordinary life and the status quo 
after the war? 

The above questions were created by the publisher, William Morrow, to enhance your 
discussion of the book.  The questions are available at the end of the book. 



  

Book Club in a Bag  
Terms of Use 

 
Simplify your book club selection with Book Club in a Bag!  These kits contain 12 
copies of book-club-worthy titles, from biography to historical suspense, along with a 
discussion guide. 
 
Visit our website at www.clarington-library.on.ca/bookclubinabag to see a list of 
available titles, view the availability calendar and fill in a Book Club in a Bag Request 
Form. 

Booking a Kit 

 Booking may be made up to a year in advance 

 Please check the calendar accessible on our website for availability 

 Fill out the form with your information, and a staff member will be in touch to confirm 
your booking. 

 Pick up your hold at the circulation desk.  Your notification may come in a few days 
early, but it will remain available until your specified pick up date. 

Terms of Loan 

 12 copies are included in each kit 

 6 week loan period. 

 $3.00 per day late fee. 

 No renewals. 

 Kit may be picked up at or returned to any branch. 

 Kit must be returned at the desk during operating hours, not through an exterior 
drop box. 

 All 12 items are checked out to one member’s card. 

 The member who borrowed the kit is responsible for: 
o The distribution and return of all 12 items to his or her group members; 

and 
o Any damages to the books/bag, or lost items. The cost of a damaged or 

lost book varies depending on the item. 

http://www.clarington-library.on.ca/bookclubinabag

