
 

Book Club in a Bag  
Discussion Questions 

“The Alice Network” 
by Kate Quinn 

 
 

1. Female friendship is a constant theme throughout The Alice Network. Charlie St. 
Clair and Eve Gardiner begin as antagonists, whereas Eve and Louise de Bettignies 
(Lili) are friends from the start. How does each friendship grow and change over the 
course of events? 

2. The young Eve introduced in 1915 is very different from the older Eve seen through 
Charlie’s eyes in 1947. How and when did you see the young Eve begin to change 
into her older self? What was the catalyst of those changes? 

3. Lili tells Eve, "To tell the truth, much of this special work we do is quite boring." Did 
the realities of spy work surprise you, compared to the more glamorous version 
presented by Hollywood? How do you think you would have fared, working for the 
historical Alice Network? 

4. Everyone in The Alice Network suffers some form of emotional damage from war: 
Charlie’s depression after losing her Marine brother to suicide, Eve’s torture-induced 
nightmares, Finn’s concentration-camp memories and resulting anger issues, 
Cameron’s guilt over losing his recruits. How do they each cope with their war 
wounds? How do they help each other heal? How is PTSD handled in Eve’s day as 
compared to Charlie’s day—and as compared to now? 

5. Charlie dreads the stigma of being a "bad girl" pregnant out of wedlock, and Eve 
fears shame and dismissal as a horizon tale if it is learned she slept with a source for 
information. Discuss the sexual double-standards each woman faced. How have our 
sexual standards for women changed since 1915 and 1947? 

6. Charlie argues that Rene should be brought to legal justice, and Eve argues for 
vigilante justice. Who do you think is right? How did it affect the ending? How do you 
think the outcome will bind Eve and Charlie and Finn in future, since they cannot 
share their adventure with anyone else? 

 
 
 

The above questions were taken from Kate Quinn’s website, Extras: Book Clubs. 
www.katequinnauthor.com/extras/book-clubs   

http://www.katequinnauthor.com/extras/book-clubs


 

Book Club in a Bag  
Terms of Use 

 
Simplify your book club selection with Book Club in a Bag!  These kits contain 12 
copies of book-club-worthy titles, from biography to historical suspense, along with a 
discussion guide. 
 
Visit our website at www.clarington-library.on.ca/bookclubinabag to see a list of 
available titles, view the availability calendar and fill in a Book Club in a Bag Request 
Form. 

Booking a Kit 

 Booking may be made up to a year in advance 

 Please check the calendar accessible on our website for availability 

 Fill out the form with your information, and a staff member will be in touch to confirm 
your booking. 

 Pick up your hold at the circulation desk.  Your notification may come in a few days 
early, but it will remain available until your specified pick up date. 

Terms of Loan 

 12 copies are included in each kit 

 6 week loan period. 

 $3.00 per day late fee. 

 No renewals. 

 Kit may be picked up at or returned to any branch. 

 Kit must be returned at the desk during operating hours, not through an exterior 
drop box. 

 All 12 items are checked out to one member’s card. 

 The member who borrowed the kit is responsible for: 
o The distribution and return of all 12 items to his or her group members; 

and 
o Any damages to the books/bag, or lost items. The cost of a damaged or 

lost book varies depending on the item. 

http://www.clarington-library.on.ca/bookclubinabag

