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1. There are two epigraphs that open the book—one (real) poem by Anna 
Akhmatova, and one (fictional) excerpt from PACT literature. How does their 
juxtaposition set up the invitation to compare reality and imagination, and see our 
present moment through a historical lens as well as the one devised by Ng for 
the novel? 
 

2. Ethan is originally hired at the university as a linguistics professor, and his 
obsession with words seeps into his daily habits, such as reading from the 
dictionary. How does sharing this love of language help Bird in his quest, and 
ultimately reconnect their family, albeit indirectly, by the end of the novel? 
 

3. Both Bird and Sadie struggle with missing parents, yet their approach to seeking 
a deeper understanding of their past is vastly different. What about their 
personalities guide their respective strategies, and why do you think their 
friendship is so strong? 
 

4.  Discuss Margaret’s transformation when she becomes a mother. How is she 
able to adapt to so many different circumstances—from her rebellious and 
resourceful youth to the comfort of her life with Ethan to the purpose driving her 
life and survival when she goes into hiding? What about Bird’s existence makes 
her willing to sacrifice it all for the children she tries to honor in her final act? 
 

5.  Which form of storytelling resonated with you most in the novel, or in life in 
general: written or oral? How are they each used in ways to preserve the truth of 
lived experience when history or other dominant powers tried to erase them—
such as the missing children, and Margaret herself? 
 

6. We see several events in the novel from two perspectives, Bird’s and his 
mother’s. How do these two perspectives shape your understanding of the family 
dynamic, as well as each of their motives to find each other? 
 

The above questions were taken from 
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/710187/our-missing-hearts-by-celeste-

ng/9780593492543/readers-guide/ 
to enhance your discussion of the book. 

https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/710187/our-missing-hearts-by-celeste-ng/9780593492543/readers-guide/
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/710187/our-missing-hearts-by-celeste-ng/9780593492543/readers-guide/
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Book Club in a Bag Terms of Use 
 
Simplify your book club selection with Book Club in a Bag!  Visit our website at 
www.clarington-library.on.ca/bookclubinabag to see a list of available titles, view the 
availability calendar and fill in a Book Club in a Bag Request Form. 

Booking a Kit 

• Booking may be made up to a year in advance 

• Please check the calendar accessible on our website for availability 

• Fill out the form with your information, and a staff member will be in touch to confirm 
your booking. 

• Pick up your hold at the circulation desk. Your notification may come in a few days 
early, but it will remain available until your specified pick-up date. 

Terms of Loan 

• This kit includes 12 regular print copies and 1 audiobook copy. 

• 6-week loan period 

• No renewals 

• Kit may be picked up at or returned to any branch. 

• Kit must be returned at the desk during operating hours, not through an exterior 
drop box. 

• All items are checked out to one member’s card. 

• The member who borrowed the kit is responsible for: 
o The distribution and return of all items to their group members and 
o Any damages to the books/bag, or lost items.  
o The cost of a damaged or lost book varies depending on the item. 
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